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C ONSCIENTI OUS OBJEC TORS IN S OCIALIS T POLAND , 1980- 1987 
b y  Lawrence K l i ppens t e in 
D r .  Lawrence  K l i ppen s t e in (Mennon i t e )  i s  the  h i s t o r i an­
arch iv i s t  a t  the Mennon i t e H e r i t a ge Cen t re in W i nn i pe g ,  
Man i t oba , Canad a .  H e  rece ived t h e  B.A .  d e gr e e  from Goshen  
Bi b l i c a l  S em inar y, and M.A . and Ph . D .  degrees  from the  
Unive r s i t y  of Minnesota.  For two years he did research at  
Ke aton Col lege, England . Among h i s  publ icat ion s  i s  "Peace 
In i t i a t iv e s  in E a s t e rn E u r o pe :  Con s c ient ious  Obj ec tors in 
the U S S R ,  Hun g a r y, and the GDR , " OPRE E ,  Vo l .  V, N o .  5. He 
has v i s i t ed Po land  and s om e  o th e r  E a s t e rn E u r o pean c oun­
trie s .  Dr.  K l i ppenstein i s  a member of the Advisory Ed i to­
rial Board of OPREE.  
Poland has no independent peace movemen t ,  and Pol ish pac i fism i s  
a contrad ict ion in term s .  S o  i t  has been said and commonl y  be lieved . 
Evidence  for t h i s  v i e w  i s  read y a t  hand . Th e o f f i c i a l  pre s s  o f  Po­
land,  for exam ple ,  has carried l i t t le "peace propaganda , "  whi l e  Pol i sh 
par t i c i pat ion in the Chr i s t ian Peace Conference and the Pugwash Con­
ference seems ins igni fican t ,  a l be i t  n o t  m i s s in g  t o t a l l y. The r e  h a s  
seemed even i n  the recen t pas t  to b e  a reverence for things m i litary 
t ha t  the ye a r s  of c ommun i s t  c on t r o l  of the  a rm e d  for c e s  h a s  n o t  
changed . We s t e rn pe a c e  m ovem en t s  h ave b e en s c orned b y  m a n y  Po l e s , 
wh i l e demon s t ra t i on s  f o r  nu c l e a r  d i s a rm am e n t  a r e  n o t  i n frequen t l y  
pas sed off a s  pro paganda orchestrated somehow b y  the Krem l in i t se l f. 
Not  l ong a g o ,  howeve r ,  a n o t h e r  w ind  h a s  s e e m i ng l y  s t a r t e d  to  
b l ow .  For exam ple ,  in February 1984 the Founding Sect ion of Mi l i tants  
for Peace and Sol idari t y  (Szevegi pokoju i sol idarnosci) pub l ished a 
dec larat ion of peace concern s .  ' 'We do not want to  have enem ies e i ther 
in the  Ea s t  or W e s t , "  the  s ta t em e n t s a i d ,  "we v a l u e  t ru t h ,  freedom ,  
and pe a c e .  . . . Ou r pr i m a r y  g o a l  i s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a gen e r a l  peace 
m ov e m e n t  i n  the  P e o pl e 's Re pub l i c o f  P o l and . "  The g r o u p's t en "de s ­
i d e r a t a "  inc luded a c a l l  t o  remove a l l  a t om i c  w e a pon s from P o l i s h  
s o i l ,  t h e  d e pa r tu re o f  a l l  S ov i e t  t roo ps from P o l and , a d em and for 
reduc t i on o f  a rm am en t s ,  t h e  d i s band i n g  o f  a l l  pa ra - m i l i t a r y  forma­
t ions ,  �n a ppeal  for all European nations to protest  again s t  increas­
ing m i l i tarization in their socie ties ,  and a ca l l  to a l l  peace move­
men t s  to protest  against  the su ppres s ion of inde pendent peace move­
m en t s  in the  GDR , the  C z ech o s l ovak S o c i a l i s t  R e pub l i c ,  and the 
People's Re pub l i c  of Poland. 1 
The crea t i-on of !!olnos c  �- pokoi (Grou p for Freedom and Peace) is 
another, pos s ib l y  more d ramatic  case in point .  Accord ing to KOS , an 
underground j ourna l of Ko�i t e t  Oporu S polecznego (Comm ittee for Social 
Res i s tance), this organizat ion came to l i fe in the s pring of 1985 w i th 
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a hunger strike at  Podkowo Le sna,  near Warsaw . Twent y  par t i c i pant s  
had m e t  there t o  protest the im pr i sonment of a per son refusing t o  t ake 
the ·m ilitary oath. For thi s  act ion Marek Adam iewicz , a student from 
S z c z e c in ,  'ha s  b e en e x pe l l e d  from unive r si t y  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  and i n t e rned  
during the period of martial  law .2 
In focu sing on t h e  i ssue o f  the  oa t h ,  and indeed  the  broader  
que st i on of m i l i t a r y  se rv i c e  i t se l f ,  one  o f  the  pro t e st e r s, Jacek  
C z a pu t o wi c z , n o t ed , "We want  t o  change the  system , so t ha t  there  i s  
a l t ern a t ive serv i c e  for t h o se who d o  n o t  want  t o  en t e r  t he arm y. 
There  i s  a l read y a l t e r n a t ive se rv i c e  for t h o se whom t h e  government 
dec ides not to send into the army- - l ike members of t he par ty.''3 
That wa s the concern alread y of the Commi t tee against Re pres sion 
for Those Objecting to Mil itary Serv ice e stabl i shed w ithin Solidarity 
b e fore  the im po si t i on of m a r t i a l  l a w  ( 1 9 8 1 ) .  S pe c i f i ca l l y  i t  had 
aimed at changing the const i tut ion of Poland to a llow exem pt ion s  for 
m i l i t �ry service , whi le a t  the same t ime providing some form o f  c iv­
i l ian  serv i c e  "o f gene ra l b en e f i t "  i n st ead . It  h o pe d  a s  w e ll to 
im prove the lot o f  t h o se r e fu sing m i l i t a r y  se rvi c e  b y  organ i zing 
med i a t ion se ssi on s on n on - v i o l e n t  re si st a n c e  and se l f- h e lp ps ycho ­
thera py for those who w i shed to pre pare for im pr i sonment , b y  d i s sem ­
inat ing informat ion on repre ssive measures against COs, b y  spread ing 
informat ion on how the que st ion of Nat ional Defense was dealt with in 
other countries, and b y  mak ing avai lable l iterature pre sent ing pa ci­
f i st beliefs.4 
The extraord inary con scri pt ion  of many young Sol idari ty support ­
ers during the period o f  martial law, and the m i l i tary suppression of 
the movement general l y, brought the matter of recruitment to m i litary 
service into added d i srepute for these con scri pt s  and m any others . 5 
Twent y- two- year-old Maciej G lebocki had helped to  force the i ssue 
when he refused to obe y h i s  call to  m i litary service in 1982 .  He wa s 
sentenced first to three years impri sonment ,  then had i t  ext ended to 
two and a h a l f  m o r e .  A f t e r  the amne st y  of 1 9 83 , when the se c t ion o f  
h i s  pri son which housed sentenced trade union i st s  was c lo sed , Macie j  
wa s m oved t o  ano t h e r  pr i son . He  w a s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  for amne st y. The 
Poli sh E pi scopacy intervened on h i s  behal f  in the autumn of 1983,  but 
in va i n .  6 
Ob j e c t o r s  t o  the  m i l i t a r y  oath  rece ived m o r e  pub l ic a t t en t i on 
when a Warsaw Universi t y  student ,  Miroslav Zablocki ,  refused t o  t ake 
the oath  in Ma y 1 9 84. H i s  c a se w a s  r e f e r red to the H i gh Court  in 
Warsaw for defin i tion of h i s  legal posit ion. In October of t he same 
year,  the court declared that refusing to take the oath was e qu i valent 
to rej ect ing m i l itary ob l igat ions ( ident ica l to  the view t aken on t he 
matter in the Sov iet Union) .  Zablocki was thus l iab le to punishment 
b y  im pr i sonm e n t  o f  up to f ive yea r s. He w a s, i n  fac t ,  sen t e n ce d  t o  
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on l y  one ye a r ,  su spended for t w o  ye a r s. I t  i s  b e l i eved t ha t .  ove r  a 
hundred people were impr i soned b y  the end of 1985 on the basi s  of thi s  
preceden t . 7 
The prot e st s  o f  Podkowa L e sn a  on beha l f  o f  Marek h e i gh t ened  a s  
the ye ar  went  on.  On Oc tober  4, 1 9 85, 2 1  p e r son s, m o st l y  stu d en t s, 
handed in their  m i litary papers to the Pol i sh Min i stry of Defen se. I t  
w a s  n o t  on l y  a pro t e st aga i n st t h e  sen t en c e  o f  t w o  and a h a lf yea r s' 
imp r i sonment  handed down to Marek in December the year before. The 
studen t s  were concerned a s  we l l  about the content of the oath required 
of a l l  recru i t s  for the Pol i sh arm y.8 
Four d a ys l a t e r m o re than 1 00 c i t i z e n s  o f  G d a n sk si gn ed a p e t i ­
t i on in support  of con sc i en t i o u s  ob j ec t i on t o  m i l i t ar y  serv i c e ,  and 
subm i t ted it  to the Pol i sh Sejm (Parl iament) .  Be fore long the number 
o f  si gn a t o r s  had r i sen to ove r  1 , 000. The pe t i t i o n  put  f o r t h  the 
fol lowing demand s: 
1 .  Immed i a t e  re l e a se o f  a l l  who had  b e en condemned for t ak in g  
the oath i n  i t s  pre sent form , o r  having refu sed to do thei r  
m i l i tary service . 
2 .  Introduction of the principle of voluntary m i li tary oath, and 
l im i tat ion of i t s  content to obl i gat ion s  to the Fatherland. 
3. Prov i sion for every person who refused m i l itary service for 
pol i t ical , ethical ,  or re l igious rea son s, of serving soc iet y 
in a d i fferen t form . 
S ignators of the pet it ion included Lech Walesa ,  Fr. Henryk Jankow ski ,  
Andrzej Gwiazd a ,  Joanna Duda-Gwiazda , and Anna Walen t ynowic z . 9 
The hun g e r  st r ike i t se l f  i n c luded  a sem i n a r  on p e a c e  and human 
r i gh t s  h e ld at the church in Podkowa L e a n a .  Lead i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a ls 
such a s  Jacek Kuron addre ssed the group. The sem inar, whi ch stre ssed 
the teachings of Pope John Paul a s  well  a s  the paci fi sm of Ghandi and 
Buddh i sm ,  lasted a week. That was when the "M ovement of Freedom and 
Peace" (Ruch Wolnosc _! Pokoj) came into being. 1 0  
The m i l i tary oath has become a particular target of c r i t i c i sm and 
protest now because i t s  wording was recen t l y  a l t ered , after the impo­
si t i on o f  m a r t i a l  l aw .  Con sc r i p t s  m u st n ow p l ed g e  a l l e g i an c e  and 
l o ya l t y  n o t  on l y  to the i r  own c oun t r y  as w a s  the c a se b e fo r e ; the y 
m u st sw e a r  a l l e g i an c e  a s  w e l l  t o  t h e  m a in a l l y  o f  P o l and , i . e . ,  the 
S ov i e t  Un i on .  N a t i on a l i st i c P o l e s  u su a l l y  found t h e  forme r  q u i t e  
acceptab l e ,  but the latter increasingly d i fficu l t  t o  do. 1 1  
A s  sugge sted earl ier,  m i l i tary prosecutors have argued i n  recent 
c a se s  t h a t  re fusing t o  t ake  t h e  oath  i m p l i e s  r e fu sa l  t o  c a r r y ou t 
m i l i tary dut ie s  general ly, i .e . ,  i t  i s  paramount to re j ect ing m i l i tary 
se rv i c e  a l t og e t h e r .  Mi l i t a r y  se rv i c e  i s  by l a w  compu l so r y  for a l l  
m a l e s, and for c e r t a in grou p s  o f  fem a l e s, such a s  d o c t o r s. A l l non ­
studen t males  are conscripted at the age of 19  for two to three years 
2 1  
for b a s i c  t ra ining and s e rv i c e .  A f t e r  tha t they a r e  p e r i od i ca l ly 
reca l led to serve in 2 - 3  month "refresher" camps,  and are obliged to 
carry mili tary ident ity card s .  Young soldiers have to  take the oath 
between the period of basic t raining and act ive combat service. Pro­
vis ions for civ i l ian service (seemingly never granted) were w ithdrawn 
at the time of mart ial law in December 1981.  Exempt i ons are granted 
only t o  p r i e s t s ,  farm w o rke r s  o f  c e r t a in c a t e go r i e s ,  and m o th e r s .  
Students may get deferra l s . 12 
During April  1985 , the Freedom and Peace group drew up a dec lara­
t ion of its  broader purposes which,  it said , had been inspired part ic­
u l a r l y  by the s e rm on s o f  Pope John Pau l I I . The d e c l a r a t i on s ta t ed 
that i t  was the aim of Freedom and Peace 
to b r ing the grea t e s t  p o s s i b l e  num b e r  of P o l e s  to a t ru e  
un fa l s i fied unders tand ing of the not ion of peace. "The word 
peace ,"  John Pau l I I  said in a sermon o f  1 9 7 9 ,  ''has become a 
s logan which deceives or s tu l t ifies.  . . . Consequent ly to 
m any peop l e  in P o l and , anyone u s in g  the t e rm p e a c e  h a s  
be come moral ly suspect o r  pol i t ically al ien." First of  a l l  
there fore w e  want to  �ive peace activities back their mora l and pol i t ical values . 1 
First of a l l ,  the s t atem ent dec lared , there must be  an e ffect ive 
guarantee of personal freedom for a l l . 
Th e r e  can b e  no p e a c e  where t rad i t i on a l  po l i t i c a l  v a l u e s 
have been destroyed , where systems of government repres s ion 
and enforced i d e o l ogy h ave b e en form e d , and w h e r e  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  b e en r e l i eved o f  h i s  r i gh t  t o  ind ependence 
and in i t i a t iv e .  The r e  can b e  n o  p e a c e  then in a P o l and 
governed by commun i s t s . 14 
The p r im a cy of a c on c e rn for p e r s on a l  f r e e d om of con s c i e n c e  shone 
through in a document subm i t ted to the Minis ter of De fense . on b ehalf 
of  Adamk i e w i c z .  P e r s on a l  c on s c i en c e  was t h e  r e a s on ,  s a i d  t h e  docu­
ment , for re turning the draft card s ,  not any ob jection to the princi­
ple of  m i l i tary service in de fense of the country. 
Another of the group members , Jacek Czaputowicz,  explained in an 
interview w i th the Sol idari ty magaz ine Kontakt (pub li shed in Par i s ) ,  
"We are a peace movement , but unl ike pacifist  movement s  i n  the Wes t ,  
we are concerned primar i ly about concrete i s sue s ,  not about the d i s ­
armament of Europe , o r  the reduct ion of arms i n  Poland.1115 A leaflet 
handed out in Pol i sh ci ties a t  the t ime of the October 1985 big ant i ­
m i s s i l e demon s t r a t i on in B ru s s e l s  c a l l e d  f o r  "r e a l  p e a c e  t a l k s "  and 
sugge s ted that ind ividual s  from the West form "personal peace pac t s" 
w i t h P o l i sh c oun t e rpar t s .  The r e  ough t t o  b e  d i r e c t  c o o p e r a t ion b e -
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tween independent social  movements  and more personal contacts between 
persons from the warring blocs .  Ind ividua l comm itments ,  the pamphlet 
sugges ted , m ight go much further than detente treat ies  s igned among 
the superpowers. 16 
P o l i sh a u t h or i t i e s  k e p t  a s h a r p  e ye on a l l  p e a c e  a c t iv i t ie s ,  
ind iv idua l or otherw ise,  unswervingl y  opposed above a l l  to any actions 
res i s t ing m i l itary service. Heavy fines were l a id on several leaders 
of the s p r in g  Ad amk i e w i c z  p r o t e s t .  L e s z e k  Budrew i c z ,  Paw e l  Jacek , 
Ma rek Krukow s k i ,  and Toma s z  Wacko o f  Wroc l aw each had t o  pa y t h e  
e qu iva l e n t  o f  five m on th s '  w a ge s ,  i . e . ,  50, 000 z l o t y s ,  or  s pend 30 
d a ys in d e t e n t i on .  F ive o t h e r  m e n  f r o m  W a r s aw w e re g iven t h e  s am e  
"a 1 t e rn a t  ive s . " Oth e r s  w e r e  a r re s t e d .  Tho s e  conv i c t ed s a id the y 
wou ld re fuse to pay the fine but t i l l  January 15, 1986,  a t  lea s t ,  the y 
were ab le to rema in out of j a i 1. 17  
On November 15, 1985, Woj c iech Jankowski,  one of the members o f  
the Gdansk demon s trat ion, w a s  arres ted for refus ing m i l itary service. 
He was immed iate l y  sen tenced to three months of detent ion. Trial  was 
set  for December 2 3. His hearing a t  the Nav y  court in Gnyd ia was set 
f o rw a rd an hour so f r i end s who w a n t e d  to be  p r e s en t  a r r iv e d  i n  the 
court room on l y  to be  told  that the sess ion was over and that Jankowski 
had alread y been sentenced. The court judge had given h im three and a 
h a l f  ye a r s  i m pr i s onmen t .  He  m ad e  i t  p l a in ,  m oreove r ,  th a t  h i s  s en ­
t e n c e  w a s  t o  be  a d e t e r r e n t  t o  o th e r s ,  n o t i n g  a l s o t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  " s o c i a l l y  d a m a g i n g  n a ture o f  t h e  o f fen s e , "  a n d  t h e  fa c t  tha t 
"s im ilar offenses  occur w ith increas ing frequency in the area of the 
court 's jurisdict ion." In the course of the late s t  cal l-up around the 
end of the year, 14 persons from the Gdansk area had refused to serve 
in the army. 18 
The Freedom and Peace movement publ ished a more c lear l y  nuanced 
and expanded program in December 1985. It acknow ledged the im portance 
of the s t ruggle for cit izen s '  righ t s ,  as w e l l  as freedom of s peech and 
t h e  pr e s s ,  and the  r i g h t  t o  form i n d e penden t u n i on s .  V i e w in g  the 
Cathol ic Church a s  the "spokesman for nationa l aspirat ions and univer­
s a l  moral va lue s , "  the documen t affirmed the push for re l igious  free­
d om a s  an e s s en t i a l  a s pe c t  o f  the s t rugg l e  for the d e fe n s e  o f  human 
rights .  It  a l so decl ared that an y means to ob tain nat ional indepen­
dence,  as long as they  were nonviolent ,  could be jus t i fied. The grou p 
i t s e l f  p l an s  t o  fu r t h e r  a l l  i t s  ob j e c t ive s i n  t h e  s t ru gg l e  a g a in s t 
evi l  on thi s  non-violent bas i s .  
A l ong m or e  p o l i t i c a l l ine s ,  t h e  program c a l l e d  f o r  a neu t r a l 
dem i l i tarized zone in Central Europe on the cond it ion that the coun­
t r i e s  o f  e a s t e rn Europe be d em oc r a t i z ed !  E f f o r t s  o f  w e s t e rn peace  
g r ou p s , and  the  support  o f  t h o s e  b od i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  which em ph a s i z e  
concern over human righ t s  as  an essential  precond i t ion of peace,  are 
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n o t e d  in the prog r am a l s o.  I t  in c lud e s  fur t h e rm o re a c on c e rn about 
prot e c t i on of the env i r onm en t ,  hun g e r  in the Th i rd W or l d ,  edu c a t fon 
with the hope of re form ing m i l itary educat ion in part icular,  the ful l  
devel opment of ind ividual human pqtent ia1 , and �upport of the prin�i-
ple of universal tolerance. 19 
. 
W a s  anyone l i s t e n ing in the M i n i s t ry o f  D e f e n s e  or e l s ewh��e 
higher up ? One may as sume that the authori t ie s  were indeed well aw�re 
' .:,, 
of what was be ing said and planned by the peace movements and re la�ed 
group s .  Bu t t h e  ev i d e n c e  sugge s t ed t h a t  n o t h ing w a s  changing v�;ry 
fas t .  On February 19,  1986,  Jacek Caputow icz cmd Piotr Niemczyk, two 
members of the Freedom and Peace group in Warsaw , were arres ted, �nd 
charged with belonging to  an i l legal organizat ion. Both were taken :. to 
Radowiecka Pri son to  awa i t  t rial. A s t rongly worded prote s t  from Lech 
Walesa was pub l i shed in the underground pre s s  in M arch.20 
Le s s  than a mon th later,  on M arch 16 , s ix wpmen began a week- long 
pub l ic fas t  in support of consc ient ious ob j e c tors. The fast was held 
in Podkowa Leana , a v i l l age out s ide of  Warsaw which had been the scene 
of an ear l i e s t  fast and protest leading at that t ime to the founding 
of Freedom and Peace. As w e l l  as seeking to "de fend" the impri soned 
members of Freedom and Peac e ,  the women' s group made a s trong plea for 
deve loping a better educational proces s ,  one which would delete ag­
gre s s ion and violence from soc iety and further democracy in the coun­
t ry. The s t a t e m e n t  of the group d e f ined the b a s i s  of i t s  propo s a l s  
thus : 
The road t o  t h e  re a l i z a t i on o f  the s e  i d e a l s  i s  shown t o  u s  
by the values o f  Chr i s tianity;  love your ne ighbor,  inc luding 
enem i e s ; r e j e c t  i on o f  pun i s hm'en t ,  wh i c h  m e a�s revenge o r  
venge ful ; non-violence and forgivenes s . 2 1 · 
The women decl ared that they hoped to begin th i s  task by e s tab l i sh ing 
a "Soc i a l  E d u c a t i on Cen t e r" w h i ch w o u l d  org,an i z e  t h e  exchange o f  
exp e r i en c e s  b e t w e en s c ien t i s t s , a c t iv i s t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m ovement.s , 
t e a c h e r s , and a l l  i n t e re s t ed p e r s on s .  The a i d  and e n c ou ragem e n t .(> £ 
Father Leon Kantorski was specifica l ly acknowledged by the fas ters in 
the ir report of the event. 
Th e Freedom and P e a c e  group c on t inued t o  h o l d  i t s  h i gh pub l i c 
pr o f i l e  w i t h  a d emons t r a t i on on M ay 2 ,  p r o t e s t ing the open ing pf 
Poland ' s  firs t nuc lear plant. The Chernobyl explos ion had taken place 
only a w e ek e a r l i e r . Peop l e  ga t h e r e d  q u i c k l y  and po l i c e  c am e  t o  
d i s p e r s e  them , y e t  h e l d  b a ck.  When the ga t h e r ing f ina l l y d id b reak 
up,  five persons (not members of Freedom and Peace) were detained. 
Two days later others members of Freedom and Peace attempted to 
commemorate pub l icly the l i fe of Otto Sch imek, an Aus tr ian soldier in 
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H i t l e r ' s  army w h o  w a s  s h o t  a f t e r  r e fu s i n g  t o  open f i r e on P o l e s .  
H o p e fu l  pa r t i c ipa n t s  w e r e  w a rn e d  n o t  t o  g a t h e r  a t  S c h i m ek ' s  t o m b  i n  
M a chowa as  announ ced.  The gathering took place anyway. I t  inc luded 
s everal pac i f i s t s  from other countries , i . e . ,  at lea s t  one East  Ge rman 
and j ourn a l i s t s  from France and I t a ly. Pol ice preven ted peop le from 
a c t ua l l y m e e t i n g  a t  the t om b .  M a ny peop l e  w e r e s t o pped and que s ­
t i on e d , i n c lud i n g  2 4 m e m b e r s  o f  a n  O t t o  S ch i m e k  prayer group from 
Krakow . I n  t h e  eve n i n g  a few ind i v i dua l s  d i d  m anage t o  v i s i t  the 
tomb . 22 
Th e h o l d ing a c t i on of t h e  Po l i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  appe a r e d  t o  b e  
sh i ft ing w i th the announcement b y  General Jaruselski  i n  September that 
a l l  persons sentenced or arres ted for crimes and offens es aga in s t  the 
s t a t e  and pub l i c o r d e r  w ou ld be  re l e a s e d s h o r t l y .  E xp l i c i t l y ,  t h e  
a m n e s t y w a s  prom i s e d  for S e p t em b e r  1 5 , a n d  2 2 5  p r i s on e r s  w ou l d  be  
a ffected.  Sol idari ty leade rs , Zb ignew Buj ak and Wladys law Frasyn iuk, 
were nam ed in this  group but whether Freedom and Peace pri s oners would 
be a l so inc luded was not immed iately c lear. Few expected this cate­
gory to be among those involved in the re lease. 23 
As i t  turned ou t ,  however, a l l  but one of  the prisoners from the 
Fre edom and Peace group were amne s t ied. Wojc iech Jankowski began a 
"d ry" hun g e r  s t r i ke t o  s e cu r e  h i s  re l e a s e  a s  w e l l . Th a t  fo l l o w e d  in 
October,  some days after the arre s t  of  15 members of  RWP who had been 
demon s t ra t ing in a Warsaw shopping center for the righ t  of con s c ien­
t i ous ob ject ion.24 
The d i fficu l t  cases of  more than 100 impri s oned Jehovah W itness 
con s c i ent ious ob je c t ors have been gaining at tent ion during the m onths 
sub s e qu e n t  to the amne s t y .  I t  w a s  rum ored t h a t  s o m e  w e r e  b e i n g  re­
leased as a runner-up to  the amnes ty. By late November 1986,  news of 
s ev e r a l  i m p r i s on e d  ind i v i d u a l s  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  We s t .  K e a t on News 
S e rv i c e  r e p o r t e d that  in form a t i on h a d  b e e n  r e c e ived a b o u t  Jeh ovah 
W i tne s s e s  Bron i s law Kre s t  and Zenon Katulsk i ,  both s entenced on Decem­
b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 8 5 , to 2 1 / 2 and 3 1 / 2 y e a r s  of p r i s on re s p e c t i v e l y .  Jan 
P l i t t  and Tad eus z  Garc zyn ski were tr ied during the winter of 1985 -86 
and r e c e ived s e n t e n c e s  o f  3 and 2 1 / 2 y e a r s  r e s p e c t ive ly.  A l l  w e re 
b e i n g  h e ld in  the Z w a r t o w o  p r i s on in W a r s a w .  A l l  t o g e t h e r ,  F r e e d om 
and P e a c e  s ou r c e s s a i d ,  a b ou t 3 0 0  Jehovah W i t ne s s e s  w e r e  s e rv ing 
s im i l ar sentences.  Others put that figure as  high as  500.  
The Inform a t ion Service of  the Freedom and Peace group pub l i shed 
m o re d e t a i l s  a b ou t t h e s e  ob j e c t o r s  in t h e i r  i s sue o f  Nov e m b e r  3 0 ,  
1 9 8 6 . A l i s t i n g  h e r e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  n am e s  o f  four t e en Jehovah ' s  W i t ­
n e s s e s  c on s c i e n t i o u s  ob j e c t o r s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  h a d  b e e n  a r r e s t ed in 
1 9 8 5 - - on e  in F e b ru a ry , one in M a rch , on e in O c t db e r ,  and t h e  �e s t  in 
Nov e m b e r .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  p e o p l.e w e r e  from Gd a n s k ,  one wa s from Pu c k ,  
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one from Tczew , one from Tucho l ,  one from Kw idzyn , and the rest from 
Gdynia. Except for two person s ,  a l l  rece ived s entences of 3 to 3 1 / 2 
years. The others got two and a hal f  years. 
Freedom and Peace pointed out c learly that the detent ion of thes e  
people was an in fringement upon the Pol ish con s t itut ion wh ich guaran­
tees freedom of con s c ience and rel igion. It  demanded the im�ediat e  
release of a l l  Jehovah ' s  W i tne s s es s t i l l  be ing held i n  prison.25 
The ongoing campa ign of Freedom and Peace for a c iv i l ian a l t erna­
t i ve to m i l i t a ry s e rv i c e  s e e m s  f ina l l y to be y i e l d in g  s om e  r e s u l t s .  
On January 3 0 ,  1 9 8 6 , the o f f i c i a l  W a r s aw d a i l y ,  �1.£.!� .!! !!�!!1 , r e ­
ported tha t Pol i sh recru i t s  opposed t o  m i l i tary service on rel igious 
ground s will  be al lowed to an alternat ive service in c ivi l ian organi ­
z a t i on s . 2 6 In a re ference t o  th i s  k ind o f  o p t ion , the gove rnm e n t  
spokesman,  Jerzy Urban, had made i t  c lear that i f  such an alternat ive 
would ever be introduced it wou ld be under the control of the army.2 7 
Ar t i c l e  9 2 o f  t h e  P o l i sh c on s t i tu t ion c on t inue s t o  s t a t e  c a t e ­
gor ica l ly that the defense o f  the country i s  the sacred duty o f  every 
c i t izen , and "that m i l i t ary service is the honorab l e  patriotic duty o f  
every c i t i z en in the Po l i s h Peop l e ' s  R e pub l i c . "28 I t  s e e m s  t h a t  no 
al ternative service has been avai lab le t i l l  now , even though Jehovah' s  
W i tne s s e s  w e r e  p r om i s ed i n  1 9 8 0  a l eady t h a t  t hey wou l d  n o  l onger b e  
imp r i s oned for r e fu s i n g  m i l i t ary s e rv i c e (hen c e  a l l o w e d  t o  d o  s om e  
sub s t i tu t e  w o r k ) .  Now the Mvin i s t ry o f  D e f en s e  h a s  l e t  i t  b e  known 
that "members of re l i gious denom inat ions which forb id the carrying o f  
arms o r  a ll contact w i th the m i l i tary may serve in the heal th service 
or other soc i a l  services."29 Thi s  a l s o  means that men doing sub s t i­
tute s ervice, for a minimum of two years , w ithout interrupt ions , w i l l  
n o t  be  required t o  wear uni form s .  General ie s l aw Woj ta s ik ,  who made 
the announcemen t ,  a lso told j ourna l i s t s  that the 300 or so conscrip t s  
who r e fu s ed t o  s e rve in the m i l i t ary e a ch y e a r  do n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  
army ' s  strength. 29 It now remains to  be s een , o f  course,  whether thi s  
new po l icy w i l l  in fact effec t  s igni ficant change s for conscient ious 
ob j ec tor s or not. 
At a pre s s  conference several months later, Jerzy Urban spel led 
out a few detai l s  of the alternat ive service proposal.  First of a l l  
h e  adm itted that s ome Jehovah' s  W i tne s ses were, indeed , being punished 
for refus ing to serve in the army- - far fewer, though, he said than the 
"thou s ands" s ome were saying had been impr isoned. He noted that thi s  
r e l i g i ou s  group w a s  i n  f a c t  a n  i l l e ga l  one , b u t  added t h a t  p e r s on s  
re s i s t in g  for re l i g i o u s  r e a s on s  w e r e  b e in g  s en t e nced n o t  for the i r  
re l i g i ou s  v i e w s  b u t  b e c a u s e  they wou l d  n o t  a c c e p t  ob l i ga t i ons o f  
c i t i z e n s h i p .  H e  t h e n  added that  t h e  p e r s on s  m e n t ioned , i . e . , Jeh o ­
vah' s W i tne s s e s ,  a l s o  would not accept an a l ternat ive service. Such 
s e rvi c e ,  he s a i d , "can be c a r r i e d  o u t  in p l a c e s  o f  pub l i c s e rv i ce s ,  
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s u c h  a s  h o s p i t a l s ,  i n s t i t u t i on s  for pr o t e c t i on o f  t h e  env i ron m en t ,  
certain sectors o f  c iv i l  defense,  voluntary work groups , fire protec­
t i o n ,  e t c . "3 0  
Then t h e r e  i s  a b i gg e r  que s t i on b e h ind i t  a l l :  C a n  the p e a c e  
movemen t s ,  or more broad ly s ta ted,  Po l ish pac i fi sm ,  find some perma­
nent rootage in the nat iona l soi l ?  That ca l l s  for more analys i s  than 
w i l l  be a t t e m p t e d  h e r e .  S u f f i c e  it t o  s a y ,  a s  more t h an one s t udent 
o f  the s i tuat ion has done a lready, that there are s i gns that what we 
see today is  more than a pass ing phase.  
A good d e a l  has b e e n  s a i d ,  for in s t an c e , about the e s s en t i a l ly 
non-violent approach which characterized the Sol idarity movement ,  even 
a t  t h e  peak o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y .  Added t o  t h a t  a r e  the t e a c h in g s  o f  t he 
late Father Bl achnicki in the renewal movement of the Roman Cathol ic 
Church , cal led Oas i s .  Bes ides thes e  evident ial materia l s ,  one could 
c i t e  the teachings o f  Roman Catholic  profe s sors l ike Andrzej Grzegor­
c zyk as we l l  as other inte l lectua l s ,  not to ment ion the peace emphas i s  
o f  t h e  V a t i c an i n  t h e  s pe e c h e s  o f  P o p e  J ohn XX I I I  and t h e  pre s en t  
pope , John Paul I I ,  cons tantly a l luded to  by Freedom and Peace groups 
the m s e lves.  Cons iderab le d i s i l lus ionment w i th the ine ffect ive violent 
revolut ionary tact i c s  of Pol i sh nat iona l i s t s  in pa s t  h i s tory may he lp 
to  ferti l ize the soil  a s  we11 . 31  
As  Jacek Czaputow i c z  put i t  during the first hunger s trike : '�t 
i s  usua l ly thought that peace movemen t s  have no chance here. We would 
l ike to di s cus s tha t during our s t rike - - i s  there rea l ly no hope ? And 
w h a t  wou l d  a P o l i s h  P e a c e  movement l ook l ike ? We a r e  p l anning a 
s e r i e s  o f  s e m inar s on t h a t . "  The i n t e rna t i ona l p e a c e  s e m in a r  o r g a ­
n i z e d  by Free dom a n d  P e a c e  in W a r s a w  o n  May 7 - 9 ,  1 9 8 7 , no d oub t 
in tended t o  t ouch on t h e s e  i s s u e s  a s  we l l . L i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  h e a r d  
about the resu l t s  o f  this meet ing so far.32  
Pau l Ke i m  has  t h i s  t o  s ay in t h e  c on c l u s i on o f  h i s  s t udy of the 
theme : 
R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  po l i t i c a l  f a c e  o f  Po l and ' s  p r e s e n t  
re a l i t y ,  there i s  a s p i r i t u a l  t ran s form a t i on t ak ing p l a c e  
w h i ch c annot be  r e p r e s s ed a n d  w i l l  c o n t inue t o  s u r f a c e  on 
the po l i t ica l ly troub led waters of  Eastern Europe. It is a 
s p i r i t u a l  t r an s form a t i on w h i ch Christ ians, and e spec i a l ly 
non - r e s i s t ant C h r i s t i an s ,  in the We s t  c annot  a f fo r d  t o  
ignore . 33 
With that judgment this brief survey of recent deve lopmen t s  in 
one fac e t  of the t o t a l  p i c ture c an on l y  c on c u r .  The s t ory of the 
Po l i sh peace workers in the 1980s is now pre s s ing upon us s erious ly to 
be t o l d  in fu l l . 
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